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Greer. when J-'vc written about 
your work in the past . I've· 

n~er mc-nrioned your sc-x 
cha ge. lju St didn'r 1J,ink) 1 
w~ n«~a ,ry ... · 

v ' It· no1 nC"cC'Ssary°to mention it 
1 ~II thc-. 1imC". 

I on't think your woric. h~ to 
be put into th~t contcx1. But 
when I do inrerv.iews I find it 
morr infF°rt"Sting to talk about 
ife than an. Do you mind if I 

a you about your _rransscx
ua _y? 
Lik here I _go1 11 and how 
much i1'cost ? h was rhcap , , 
All the sordid details. How 
Ion~ ago was it ? 
Five. yt·ars 
And you have 10 w.iit th tte 

yea r5 rn ger one? 
No . just onC". I s1ancd hor
mones whc·n I w2.s 20 2nd had 
1hr ope ration whC"n I was 21 . 
I c-.m figure out your age now. 
I'm 26. soon I'll Ix-27 and 
before you know ir I'll Ix-30. 
Tirrie for a facelift. Can J call 
your sculptu res "do lls?" 
SurC". 
Not like Barbie, but still about 
womanhood . 
Son of. but no1 always 
womanh ood . 
Tnn sexuality :2nd androgcny? 
YC"s. they' re ?lso about beauty . 
malC" or female . LikC" I was 
t rying to make·them preuy. 

>but thC"y 2lways came out 
dis1urlxd . · 
Like 1he obc-sity or the anorex
ia? Docs that come from your 

1 self-image? Were you ever 
· anor"Cxic? 
Yes . .ftu1 not severely. l' vC" 
bC"pil' in thC"rapy for cwo years. 
Sa we can' t r.l.lk about how fat 
)'du are? . 
Bui I'm n?~ '21. a~ . I? .. 
No. ! was Just tesu ng you . 
Whcrc arC" m)' die t pills. my 
bx:uives? SurC", it comes out of 
1ha1. But :1lso jus1 looking 211 
bodiC'S. There" arc so many dif. 
fcrC"nt 1ypcs. 
But they'rr more psychological 
than physic--.tl. 
YC"s. I 1ry w make 1hem set·m 
likC" thC')' havC" -.amt· sort of pt·r• 
sonality and frdin~ s. 
SomC"thi!!g going .on inside". Ex
CC'p! for"Pl'Fr. (po1n1in~) sht· 's 
kind a du mb 
Sh< looks like m Afric,n fer 
riliry godd..,. . 
Yeah.. with dre adlocks . I th ink 
shC" shOld havC"·a cock. too. bu1 
J'm no1 sure. 
I love that rhey have irlter
changc:ible parts. ezp«i ally rhe 
5ex organs . How arc they built ? 
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Wire, mC"tal eyC"-joims. wood, rn sickness. 
plaster, fabric Drugs aren't 21 r:najor pan of 
Do you sruff them ? · you r women . , 
No. I have 10 make rhem fro m Some of rhe m rake drugs . BJ , 
the insicleout, that's why 1hcy I don ' t put needles in their \. 
rake so long .-lt's layers and arms or pills in their hands. 
layC"rS of SC"wing. ThC" skin is It 's just implied : otherwise it 's 
the list pan , · a clichc. 

; -And you =cl ; pld doll s? It' s so du! I. bur i1·s Still a pm 
Yes. Righi no".Y l'rll making of our notion of glamor. I 
mosdr sissi«:. dolls. And sex- mC"an . cvC"ryonc comes \o NC"w 
changt" dolls. LikC" thi s one of York and ~ocs smack. Tha t was 
Terri Toy; she' s a sex changt·. my aspirat io n when I was 
How pl:,mncd are they? younger; lfwamcd to be a 
I know how it 's going w 100k. junkie" drag-que cn·.-
bu1.·th.,cn f~doff't. ThC"y gt1 h 's still such a role mpdcl, rhc 
1hC"1r c.mcmons as I go along. I great difference, even'c-reativi-
like t0 do)ots of surgery, like a ty. \ 
nosC" jot,-'or rC"doing thei r lips. And it 's somC"thing I'm 
Do these personalities fi( into fightin g myself, it ends u p 
an over.di comexr ? com ing our in my an . Always 
Wdl. thC"y0 rC" all frcat s. Out • ... 1rying tO be healthier . but 
sidcrs , l!ntouchablt s. ThC"y' rC" I'm sclf-dC"structivc. 
likC" bi.ographiC"s. thC" kind of Do.youltake .i lot of ho'rmoncs? · 
pC'oplC" you' d likC" rn know Just onC' 2 day-:"'l' ve had a 101 of 
abouc. Really imerC"sting and problems with them . They're 
fucked-up . h 's w:hat you wam really b:id for you . 
10 re.id . thC" kind of peop le" you 'Docs it surprise you, wirh rhis 
srnp and notice . .sho"' 1 at Civili.in Warf-arc, to 
_Like the one with the \_ think of yourself as a serious ar-
sungl_asscs. They 're self- · • t~t? . . · _ 
destructive but rhar's half of 5,orr of. bur nor rc:-ally . I always 
our notion of glamor . , , · ,new I was going to do some-
They 're so glamor eus. If you l _rhing like rhi s. making-doll , .· 
saw thC"m in real life you'd diC". \ But yo)J'ha\len't fallen into the 
I can't help bur thirrk of your _traps of many transsexuals. ' 
Art/arum ad; it was amazing. A WhOrc, a junkie, a plastic 
One has to credit Peter Hujar surgery add ict. 
[the photographer]. k 's oot just that. you'" more 
He's wonderful . ·ofa survivor, you ha~c mo('C. 
But it set up an uncomfon able · 
,omparison bcrween you ~nd 
your doll s. You look as dc:id as 

·- them . you make your glamour 
inw somfthing grott'S(luc. 
It's meant to be uneasy . So 
much worry !n it. But Wl}.it' s so 
grqlC'SQUC? 
You arc so corpsclike. so.
em21ci21tcd. 
Em21ciated is a bet1C"r Word. I'm 
going to get in trouble" with rrly 
t hc rapist• whC"n she SC'C'S this . . 
But you were sucking' in? 
No. I' m chat thin. A · 
photogra ph·put s ten pounds 
on you. 
Do these dolls 3ct a'li sclf
ponraits? 
SomC"cimC"s 1hey c.od up' look
in~ like mC", but they'rt· more 
like people I'd likC" 10 St'l' . Or 
~onwcimt s I'm thinkin g of th ,· 
wa\ ' I'd like' rn look. Liki that 
wttllld bt a rC"ally niC"C" nosC'. 
You:rc-going 10 stan stitching 
skin . 
I wish 1. rnuld. I'd love to do 
surgery. 
So our whole notion of bc:uuy 
·and glamor is intrin sically tit& 

~p line ,,t your life. 
\f-~ah . I'm a bit morC" scriotts, 
com{' from a he:rlthy f-amily 
and th2t hdps . I was raised on 
tht' goldC"n rule". tht' Protestant 
work ethi c. 
But you 'vt" certa.inly rebelled . 
Sure, I'vC" always rebelled . But 
I figured I mighr as well do 
what I want ro do. And I don.'. 
want ,co gt't a job. I hate to 
work. I hatC' working for pC'O· 
pie cighr hours~ d ay . bc in 
slave"_ But l'Tly d ad was a 
ministC"r. I grcw up to be 

shor. Ho...do _you f~~ • 
Civil ian Warfatt? I 
H ow do you m<an? / 
Well, ir must b, hard 1to find 
suppon for your woric:. And 
rwo years .igo. IK:forc there 
wero fifry new g!\l mos , ir was 
extremely difficult Tor young 
anist s. 

good kid. not· a whore. ~ 
I ·he2rd rhj, greai srory a 
when you we" bom .1y r 
father 's churi:li ... / . 

Yeah . I WC'nt to Fun and it cer
tainly wasn' t what they 
wanted. and I showC"d at Club 
)7 and PyralJlid and P. S. I. bur 
that' s no1 the s.'rmc. I rcally 
don' 1 know if an~'n_e would 

' have taken me. h '~a rd to say. 

H:rid a sign outside ' h' s a 
Boy ." 
A n,al problem? 
No. thq'vC" been rC"21I suppor 
tive". ~ y dad ' s an anist ·atso. 
my mothC"r just wanu:d me to. 
be happ y. T hey've gor rhei r 
'priorities righc. 
Do you feel part of a dl3g or 
rransscxuat community ? 
Nor rc:-ally. I always love 10 
fUC'C't transsexuaJs. but few are 
friends . 
Do you feel pan ·of the Easr 
Village an commtinfry ? 
Only "r«cn tly; I used 10 Ix-a 
recluse. Now I can go out co 
some openings and sec people 
I like and some I don' 1 and can 
ralk abour ,he nexr day . 
Or when thCf'~ our of car-

Wha t I do isn't likC" what a lot 
of people do, and rhey can like 
it , but it 's hard for tht' m to ac
cept it as an . They think it 's 
too cutesy. 
h 's hard 10 get ctfflloili ry; b<
ing with Civilian W.irfarc has 
helped yoiu . 
Oh yeah . or it's too can oonish . 
or they're jusr dolls. I rn=. I 
rh ink I'm really serio us, but I 
also know I'm sri ll yoyng . 
aw2re that I' ve got a W.iy to go 
learning how co use· the 
materials. And th2t's what I 
like to do : making things, not 
im ages. I like 10 be able to 
p lay wirh it. Thar's rhc whole 
rhin g wirh rh< dolls, you can 
play with them . I don'r care 
t(!O mu ch if peop le don't rake 
me seriously, except I'd likt' co 
m2ke a living off my an. It's 
nor like ir's suw r high arr of 
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anyth 1rig. I makC' things th at 
arc art . th at's all , and I'm 
seriou s about that. 
Yo u d on' t ever den y rhc craf t 
asp«t of your work. . 
Righi. because" it is a pan of ic. 
Hopc'fully .the C"morions arc-go
ing co sh~w t~rough. and 
chat' s 1hc su ongc st part . With 
Civ il~an I can do what I wan t . 
and chat' s good . I wanted .co 
do this transsexual srnff 
bccaust it was reall y important 
·to me . They th ough t ir was 
good. whi le a lot of other' peo 
ple migh t have foun d it gross 
or coo ~rsonal. And it all was 
reall y ptrso nal. 
ls your an an exercise in work
ing t hings out emoti onally for 
yourself. or arc you rryiitg to 
communi 'carc with you r au 
dien ce? 
Sure I was tr)(ing to und.._erscand 
my~ lf, hue I'm awarC' ot""mt 
audie nce. Every lime I me('r-· 
p<'oplt 1hc-y have th e. samc
questi ons . No onC" really knows 
abo ut tran tsc-xu.1lit)' and they-~ 
want to so J- mav as well tdl · 
· them , I'm nrif ~cally tryi ng •_o 

I 
tducaic. •bu, •~ •Y as wpl 
know . I would likt 10 do a 1 "-
'tr ansstxual cciqucttc boo k. Sp 
man v bovs h ave no man ners • 
towa.rd~ rTw: thcv'rc the- wo fSt. 
Is it a consta nc Pmb le~ _? . . 
In a way. i1's nor grc ~ 
asked all I he t ime if vou' re a 
bo) ' or a girl. or bc in·g 
wh · pc-red abouc and poime d 
to~ I' m no t embarra ssed. 
t ug h . It so me one ask~ m<.· if 
I m a scx .. changc I S:1)' }·cs. Bui 
·ou' rc ta ught to bC a~mcd o f 

yourst lf Af cer 1hc OJ)<"~tion 
·ou·, e sµpposed 10 movl\.rn a 
cw city. chant(' your na'mc 

and bu rn all. o ld photographs 
of yoursdf. I don't h ide . 
You r an is like th at. h 's hard 
to imagine anythi ng 1oday be
ing shocking . but yo ur _work 
tan re, lly pffend people. Do 
you mc-.1n it to ? 
'No more'.' tha n I am meant co 
sliO<k. When I go outside New 
York I can really up set p~opfe , 
rhc y' rc-not used 10 i1. I really 
have shock value . \ 
Tht an world , tsp«ia lly ih rhc 
East Village. is son of a mag net 
for peoplt who an: difftn:nr. 
outsiders . 
Nc-w Yo rk has gOl thi s unde r
ground: it attracred us and all 
our fri<"nd s. Everyone we know 
is someo ne who was the wilde st 
from wh'erevcr t hcv wC"re from . 
I don ' t want mv a~r 10 shoc k . 
bu 1 to be undc-f'Stoo d . That's 
kind of why I ,do rht .Arcus 
freak s. W he n vo u see I hem 
thq· satisfy ~-oUr curio sity and 
you feel somethin g of their 
drfo rmit ~'. 
Isn 't it voyeu ri~tic ? 
Comp letely. I'm a total voyC"ur• 
ifit"and in som<.· wa)'S an t·xhibi
tioni st as ,,;ell. My dolls son of 
makr it less \ hrcatc-ni ng for · 

· pro plc-. eas ier fo r I hem to 
under stan d 
In the way that they arc exten
sions of you. you arc a Greer 

.l:aftkcon do ll yoursdf . A living 
1 an work. 

E\'-cr <ince I w:ts li11lc.-I want ed 
10 be a ~irl . h was a an piccc 

.dcuding who I w ,1.1:; goinj? 10 

ht·. 1ht' 'prorc.-ss of making my
self prc11y. I love: b io~rapJ, it"s 
and loo kin g at th<.· way people 
makc 1hci r li\;{'s . I tr \ · w do the 
samr Evc-n J own io :1his mn 
down ap:1rrmcn1. i1's ,n 
~l;1momu s. w:tlkin j! up fiv<.· 
niJ?hO: of sfa'if!<i--.-Ri) ' d<:l'p (OU~ 

likr a bou oml~p it. .rny 
choi ces. m, · clothe s. 1he wa,· I 
dnorate my hou Sl'. · "-· 
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