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I used to walk down Christopher
Street with a special air, like a
person of property. It was a magic
place, invisible to everyone but its
own citizens. We could cruise each
other in front of passers-by -who
didn’t know what we were about
and console ourselves with the
‘thought that if we were unreal in
their eyes, it was because they
were unable to see. We had each
other, and that was enough. To the
people who lived in it, the gay
world was a place where they
could forget for a while that they
were still niggers. Then gay liber
ation happened. We no longer
wanted to forget: we wanted the
truth, so we relinquished the safety
of our magic and began to make
ourselves seen. It was time for us
1o end our charming fantasy and
become real. We thought we could
make the gay world real with
liberation, but instead, we were
helping to kill it

Some observers say the gay
world is a state of mind. Others say
it is a geographical fact, a series of
“ghettos™ designed by Blooming
dale's. The gay world can be
housed in a single room or a street
or an entire town. (Separatists
once tried to take over Alpine
County, California as a gay version
of Israel.) Any exclusively gay
place where homosexuals go to
take off their masks is the gay
world. But such places are getting
harder to find every year. Homo-
sexuality is here to stay, but the
hothouse that once ‘gave it shelter
is beginning to crack

Christopher Street is the center
of the gay male world in Manhat
tan. Not only is the Village the
largest of the city's gay enclaves,
but the most permissive, and
Christopher Street is where gays
from the West Side meet gays from
Brooklyn Heights and New Jersey

StrugglesWith the

Acce

tance

‘There will still be plades for gays to meet each
other, but more and more,
the dancing and ‘paftying, even the sex will
happen with straights present.’

LA

Sheridan Square: “The gay wrﬂmhh-dhnm-.ulunﬂorneﬂnm.;'

They wear their erotic fantasies on,
their sleeves, suggested with a
carefully pocketed kerchief in al
lumberjack's shirt or racer's!
shorts. On'the afternoon of Satur
day May 10, 1975, leaning out of my
apartment window from 2 p.m. to
2:05, 1 counted on the north side of]
Christopher Street 104 people pass|
my window, four of them lesbians,
53 of them gay men, and 47 of them

straight. (“Straight” included
anyone about whom homosexua-
lity did not appear an absolute
certainty, based on signals of cos-
tume and gesture clear to educat-
ed eyes, but invisible to most Vil
lage residents, except of course
those*who complain in The Village
Voice every spring)

Once, tourists came to see the
Beats. Now they to see the

xualg any Saturday
night they can be found peering
into storefront “do'-nuhm
of guys standing around with beer
cans in their hands. Gay men visit
some 20 or so bars in the vicinity of
Christopher Street. They cruise on
the sidewalks leading from one to
another with a sense of relaxed
guard that they can feel only on
their own turf. They hold hands.
They stop to talk. They eye each
other with brazen intent to fuck. It
is a rare sight, one of New York's

treasures, and it
should be protected, because it is
being squeezed into the Hudson
River. Although very late at night,
once the tourists have gone, it is
almost totally homaosexual,
Christopher Street can be exclu-
sively gay for fewer hours on fewer|
blocks. The gay world is shrink-
ing.

Once, homosexual haonts were
the exciusive province of their
denizens and a few plucky sociolo-
gists. Now the fringes of any self-

respecting gay dance floor are

dotted with straight people who are

there for the good music or the

exotic scenery. But their very pre-

sence alters what they have come
see. Take the Continental

Continental was the reigning queen
of gay society, a pleasure palace
where for $13.50 and a small tab of
acid, 20 hours of Sodom's delight

“How can | ignore the
mixed with dread which
watching someone spurn the
(heterosexual) status which |
had to struggle to attain?")
fun was getting to be work.
gay men at The Continental
to feel like wallpaper, as if we
paid admission to be the
for somebody else’s evening
The people sitting next to us
laughing a little too hard.
Edenic innocence we were all
gning seemed suddenly
Even while we spoke of their
imacy, the erotic fantasies
tered by the sealed envi
and the hundreds of willing
avallable to act them out in
darkness upstairs were all
rassed! by exposure, like a
man caught by his
mother-in-law in the toilet with
pants down

People drifted away. Gay
took their trade to other
houses. The beautiful
roamed on in their search
something newer and kinkier.
Continental fell into sad
and disrepair. Its latest
comeback was to announce
upstairs facilities are no
restricted to men. Who knows
that will mean? A mixing
straight and gay?
Pansexuality?” The largest
in town? Whatever, it is no
the gay world.

Cherry Grove has been the
world for nearly 30 years. Its
ulation is more than 90 per
gay, uniike its neighbor and
The Fire Island Pines, which is
half gay and more squeamish
about it. Cherry Grove is unlike
any town [ know. It is a col

could be purchased, with doorway
after doorway along its dimly Wt
halls open to the acting out of one's
innermost erotic fantasies.

Then the Saturday night shows
were discovered, and gay became
chic. The Continental's entrepre-
neur, in the name of the new sexual
freedom, invited everyone to see
the site where Bette Midler's gut-
siness had first been applauded. Of
course, La Midler was nowhere in
sight by then, unless you were
willing to join the masses in line at

The Palace. So what the customers|

found was a lot of gay men dancing|
in their towels, genitals flopping
freely. It was all the rage. The

would probably snow.
and mastel paints and
everywhere. The houses have
names instead of numbers: a
ple one called “Catherine
Grape,” a blithely blatant
masochist’'s leather and studs
semble, “Spank You Very
a lesbians’ walk-up, “No
the Attic,” a politico-sexual
tendre, “Wounded Knees. ™
supbathing,

tume parties, glimpses of
walkjng proudly topless along
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boardwalkks, and daily and nightly
orgies in the meat rack just outside
of town. Fantasyland.

Cherry Grove believes it is
Shangri-La. It is protected from
the outside world by a merciful
ferry schedule that sends the last
boat back to the mainland while
the night is not too old for enchant-
ment. The small straight commu-
nity at the western end of town is|
tolerated like a small community
of Jews in a Georgia backwater.
No one dislikes them personally,
* but no one is sure why they want to|

be there. Now the ferry
more and more tourists on its
trips. | have seen heterosexual

Spectators one step from the erot-
ic. The married couple removed
the audience one step further, ren-
dering the whole thing not quite|
embarrassing, but a little desper-
ate, and certainly no longer exclu-
sively gay.

The gay world is succumbing to|
its own revolution. Once invisible,
it is now being publicly
as a curiosity. But the more it
shows itself, the less reason it has)
to exist, because it was the cre-
ation of a people in hiding, a people|
who had to develop a private lan-
guage and secret rit s and ob
scure places to survive. The laws
haven't changed yet, but open gays
are slowly being accepted into the
life of the city.

The charm of the gay world is

Down by the plers: a piace for gay people to meel.

couples touring the meat rack
hand in hand. People come to use
the beach for the day and to watch)
the gays dance at night and then
catch the last boat home. One
night, 1 waited by a beach taxi
kissing my date when a man
slapped my face for being myself
in front of his wife. | slapped him
back and reminded him where he
was. After all, we were what he
had come to see

Each summer, most of the gays
have waited later and later into *he
night before beginning their enter-
tainment. Now it's almost as for-
mal a tradition as eleven o'clock
suppers. They wait until the last
boat is gone. Then, like nervous|

elves whose forest glade is theirs)
only until dawn, they dance and
hurry to the meat rack and then)
sleep much of the day away, per-
haps on the beach. In the sunlit
hours, Cherry Grove is not quite
what it used to be. The gay world
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fast becoming O§talgia. The char-
acters who people it are yielding to
a variety of forces. The drag queen
and the diesel dyke are being
transformed by women's libera-
tion and its challenge to gender
roles. The pathetic, lonely carica-
ture called the auntie, who ages in
a panic over each new wrinkle in
his sexual desirability, is giving
way to new respect for the sexuali-
ty of old people and new validation
of the single life-style. The dizzy

sweet time about abandoning male
privilege. Hiding together in the
confines of the gay world, these
people convinced each other that
cial,” which served as compensa-
tion for having been excluded from
the rest of the human race. If they
were special, it is because they
dared to manifest a part of them-

its fear of equality. Homosexuals |
remain different. but less mysteri-

|
|

but it did sti: couple of nifty
riots back when rioting was the
thing to do, and it did present
America with an idea: Being
“normal’ is no more natural than
being ““queer.” All of us studied to
be what we are. Call it cooptation,
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s sexual exploits, and its sociolo-
gical charm are cightfully and
mm-ybhmr
facts of life everyone else lives
with. There will still be places for
gay people to
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iGS BANK'S
125th ANNIVERSARY
at 99 Park Avenue

(40th Street)

Come in for your chance to win

And get the highest interest rates

1

the law allows. During our
25tlennjversary Celebration,

November 3 to Novernber 28,

Monday thru Friday,
8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. i

You're a winner every day of the year at Manhattan
Savings Bank Because you get the lighest interest rates in
six money-making savings plans

But you can win two more ways at The Manhattan
Savings Bank irom November 3 to 28, with dinner for two
and tickets to your favorite play You have 16 chances to win,
our raffle awards 4 gala evenings for 2 each week If you're
one of the winners, you can celebrate our Anniversary with a
feast at the Bluepnnt Restaurant or Sardi's

Let Manhattan Sayings Bank make you a winner Get up
10 8 17% effective annual yield on your money And take a
chance on a free dinner with bckets‘o yur favorite play

The Manhattan Bank
99 Park Avenue, Corner of

‘When a savings bank makes you 2 winner on their Anniversary,

Mermpe FD I
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CREPE SOLES

A. Moccasin lace. crepe
sole available in !
colors In stock

B. Moccasin toe loafer
also available in §
colors. In stock sizes
Ve 13 ¥ '/; 13

Colors Brown navy Colors . Brown rust
burgundy. rust. amber black. burgundy, amber

SUPER COMFORT
WATERPROOF BOTTOMS!

OPEN MONDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 119
NEW YORK - 207 EAST 59 STREET (212) 486
’ 59 51, Store Open Sunday 12-6
FOREST HILLS 7 AUSTIN STREET
~a FLUSHING - 36 19A MAIN STREET

sizes

1624

(
N
-

DISPLAY ADVERTISING

VOICE

741-0020

- EThree Sales in ] Week i
| I

CAMPING
SALE

OUTERWEAR
SALE

MILITARY ITEMS
SALE

s379 | P PARKAS

BOMBERS

‘H” ‘I!”

X Prime Northern | 5.2
Goose Down

SKI
{ JACKETS
é &

v [ paRas

“ 0%

) e Pec Coats !
30 long 498 \
epered
(.—-“1

[30% OFF an|  poowee 0

m mui
mxg

. ;u Arwy 00 WWH

MILITARY OVERCOATS

ALLWOOL VSIDIXCR COND

14%
199
1 VSN Officers Bridge Conns ... 3 500

'lq“ﬁm-ﬁ 14%
Grvwe Cottar Leteen vmerohie W oai Baer

- 'v’

Army 'n-b(nn
Serge cemevetls Wew Lawi wih

Grwen Wow
-—.n bt

815 Jacken 16
b gty T

THOUSANDS 500D
Militery Raincoats
As soom in ¥V

1) B
SANOR PANTY

| vaed, encalient cond |
} Army Ton
395
.
AF Bive
Moring Ton

142 5th Avenue at 19 St.

o sing
* DALY 94 * SATHS

ntel

LEATHER SHOPS

® botublished | 724 -

|Gay Acceptance

Continued from page »

cruising, the dancing, the shopping
and eating out and partying, and
even the sex, will happen with
straight people present. We will
have to endure the awkwardness of
parties where ideological attempts
to mix the gay and straight worlds
frequently result in separate
camps on different sides of the
living room and perplexed hosts
relaying messages of goodwill
back and forth. We will have to do
without our protective bubble. Al
though I will mourn its passing, it
has to go

As a member of the movement
generation, | was seduced into a
ghettoized freedom in fromt of
straight visitors, which is still not
acceptable everywhere | go, not
for example, in front of a crowd of
ball-scratching construction
workers. It was hard to maintain a
sense of proportion on Christopher
Street, hard to make the transition
to the harsher realities of Staten
Island or Herald Square, where |
was in the minority as usual, often
the minority of one. | ended the
parancia by moving uptown
where the traffic is a little more
mixed and a lot less self-con
SClous

For the time being, there re
mains a large group who still
believe themselves inferior to
straights, and to balance it a small
group who consider themselves
superior. But most of us fall some
where in between and simply con
sider ourselves people. And so it
remains before us to make our
selves real. From conservatives

J| we still face some open hostility

{ R Coats of lush
California ing Lamb
eager and active for the
great outdoors in the new
color, Pinto Sand. Great
warmth at cool prices

384 FIFTH AVENUE at 36th St.

Brooklyn: Fulton St. st Albee Sq
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bored tolerance. We should be able
to maintain at least the liberal
acceptance we have won, even if it
is still socially uncomfortable. If
repression does not force blacks
back to the ghetto and women back
to the kitchen, it probably will not
force gays back into the closet |

For those of us who have un
screwed our gdoors from their
hinges, there is no course but to go
forward, continuing to sacrifice
our privacy in favor of honesty
and to insist in public on our right

P ———

but it is beginning to give way .l 1

you can’t

You can patent a sole, as Earth Shoe has

You can copy it and sell it for less as others have
But you can't patent comfort, and quality and beautiful which
is what you get in a pair of Roots*
Beautiful top-grain Canadian leather
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Beautiful stitching and workmanship and detail

A sole that cradles youf heel and supports your arch

And above all, caring

The people who make®and sell Roots really do give a damn
ybout comfortable and handsome and you. And it shows
Compare us with Earth Shoes or Nature Shoes or Exersoles or
anvbody and you'll get the picture

You'll pay a bit more for Roots

Because Roots are more =
Buy a pair and you'll love them ve P SO w——
for a long time

to freedom of sexual choice
Whether the straight world
abandons its marital family struc
ture or resuscitates it, there ought
to be enough room for homosex
uals to lead their lives openly
among the rest. But it means
changes for both worlds. Like the
gay world, the straight world is
defined by whom it excludes, and
the borders’ are blurring already
As the gay world dies, paying the
price of its own honesty, the
straight world, as the single
framework admitted by society
must die as well, and acknowledge |
the validity of alternate ways of
love. Gays may not be understood|
or loved in spite of themselves, but
with enough exposure, they should
soon cease 1o be treated as the
pernicious threat to the communi
ty they were once thought to be
The memory of the gay world will
be absorbed into the history of
Western culture, probably with le
gends more glittering than the |
actual facts

As for me, I'm moving on to
plain reality. If we have to wake up
from our nightmares, we have to
wake up from our dreams as
well |
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